You will be my kingdom of priests  Exodus 19:6
The Israelites had just been rescued from slavery in Egypt.  They had entered into a desert wilderness and were encamped beside a mountain in territory that is challenging even today.  The only life most of them had ever known was deprivation and oppression.  They were not accustomed to making decisions or making their own way. Their complaints about their lot did not sound like the words of people who were prepared to be God’s representatives on earth, but God came down to them and said, “you will be my … priests.”  What made him think they could succeed in this role?

Go and make disciples of all nations.  Matthew 28:19

Jesus’ followers had been through some shocking experiences.  Jesus’ gruesome execution was as fresh in their memories as his resurrection.  None of them felt safe from the possibility of arrest, torture and execution.  If it could happen to Jesus, it could happen to them.  They met in secret and kept their doors locked.  They did not look like the kind of people who could lead others to faith; their own faith didn’t look too strong just then.  But Jesus said, “Go and make disciples of all nations.”  What made him think they could succeed in this role?

When we watch the nightly news, it is easy to be overwhelmed at the magnitude of suffering and abuse in the world.  A neighbor murders a little girl.  A tyrant murders thousands.  Children starve because soldiers have killed the farmers and mined the fields.  Impoverished families couldn’t send their children to schools even if there were any.  It is easy to feel powerless in the face of so much heartache.  And each of us might well ask , “How can I possibly make a dent in the troubles of such a broken world?”  Like the Israelites or the people who followed Jesus, it is easy to feel powerless.  What makes any of us think we can actually do what God asks?
The bad news is that you by yourself can’t do much to turn things around.  The good news is that you are not by yourself.  Like Jacob, Naaman’s slave girl, Jonah, Philip and Dorcas you can step into history by using the gifts God has given you to do the work he gives you.  The Bible tells how ordinary people did extraordinary things using the gifts they had received from God.  You have gifts to share, just as they did.  God has given you the gift of kind words, or translating foreign languages or teaching the anatomy of earthworms or growing crops in eco-niches.  God has given gifts to all his children, and all he asks is responsible stewardship.
Now there are different gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are different ministries, but the same Lord. And there are different results, but the same God who produces all of them in everyone.  To each person the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the benefit of all.  I Corinthians 12:4-7

So how will the Lord’s work ever get done?  How will a broken world be made whole?  How will children in Guatemala get an education?  How will families decimated by AIDS survive?  How will starving children in the Sudan get enough to eat?  God accomplishes all these tasks by giving his children the right gifts.  If we give thanks for our gifts and commit ourselves to stewardship of those gifts.  God’s work will get done.  The Israelites actually made it to the Promised Land.  The disciples of Jesus actually spread the gospel throughout the world they knew, and their descendants are still reaching out to the far corners of the earth, sharing the gift of God’s love and the special gifts with which God has blessed them.  You don’t have to do it all, and you don’t have to do it alone.  Just open your eyes to the gifts you have received and honor God in the way you use them.  Amazing things will happen.  

And remember, I am with you, always.  Matthew 28:20
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