Who gets the credit?

Read Matthew 6:1-6

Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.  Matthew 5:16 NIV

It is a mantra of charitable work that printing and saying the names of the people who make it all possible is a cheap way to increase the effectiveness of any fund-raising drive.  Jesus, however, said that we are not to attract attention when we do something good.  We are to fast in secret, pray in a closet and do good deeds without letting one hand know what the other is doing.  If we believe Jesus, we should shudder when someone says, “I really admire your selflessness.”  As believers we look forward to a reward for our faithfulness in heaven, but Jesus said that if we are praised by people, then we already have all the reward we will ever receive.  Jesus teaches that our actions should motivate people to praise God, not us.  

Thought for the day: We know that we should not be selfish with the gifts God gives us.  We still need to learn that when we pass God’s gifts along to others, God should get the credit.

Prayer:  Father, forgive me for wanting people to appreciate what I do.  Show me how to live in a way that makes people appreciate what you do.

© 2008 Katherine Harms
